
  

 

 

EYFS Curriculum Plan 

EYFS Curriculum Intent 

Our EYFS Curriculum has been designed with the children of Laughton at the heart of it. It aims to teach the children about themselves, the community and how their environment compares 

to other places, cultures and nature in other parts of the world. It is therefore unique to Laughton J & I Primary school. Each topic planned is included in the curriculum for very specific reasons 

and we want to ensure that all children leaving the Reception Year are Y1 ready and are confident, independent and engaged learners!  

Children’s interests are key to engagement and are threaded into our curriculum with our flexible approach. Our themes have been chosen based on the interests of Laughton children but 

also to expose them to new experiences and to develop new interests and fascinations. Topics are explored though good quality focus key stories or texts to inspire, engage and develop 

language and imagination. This also includes non-fiction texts to develop knowledge and understanding of the world around them. The Characteristics of Effective Learning thread all the way 

through and we use the Mr Men stories and characters to help children understand how they learn. Mr Happy – I am proud, Mr Bump – resilience and keep trying, Mr Nosey – investigate and 

explore, Mr Brave – I will have a go at challenges, Mr Busy I can concentrate and join in, Mr Clever- I have my own ideas and can reflect on what I am doing 

Our Early Year’s curriculum aims to teach all children the skills and knowledge using development matters in order that they reach the Early Learning Goals at the end of Early Years Foundation 

Stage. Interactions between our skilled staff and the children are key to developing the skills and knowledge that the children at Laughton need to achieve their full potential. Our continuous 

provision is carefully planned, structured and modelled so that learning is captured through a careful balance of independent child initiated activities, modelled activities and adult-led 

structured learning. We are so proud of our children and what they can achieve though our exciting EYFS curriculum.  

Personal Social and Emotional Development  

We strive to enable children to be independent, healthy, confident individuals who know how to stay safe. Our kindness tree is at the heart of the rules of our class and we encourage our 

children to always be kind towards others and develop empathy and understanding of feelings. We encourage self-regulation as much as possible and give them strategies to self-regulate 

through reflection, modelling and nurture. Laughton JI have a bronze award for Philosophy 4 Children and weekly sessions of P4C give the children further opportunities to explore ideas and 

to practise articulating their own feelings and beliefs. 

We are very lucky to have our very own Foundation Stage tortoise named ‘Shelley’ and caring for her encourages the sensitive, caring attributes that children need to be responsible citizens. 

Physical Development 

Our beautiful outdoor environment enables us to make the most of the outdoors and we encourage children to play outside as much as possible. Our children love nature and the world 

around them so we encourage them to care for their environment.  We follow the REAL PE curriculum from Reception and have additional focused sessions using apparatus and outdoor 

climbing equipment to develop gross motor skills. Children are taught about the importance of regular exercise and healthy eating. Our children love daily Dough Disco sessions and enhanced 

finger gym sessions in the provision ensures fine motor skills are well developed. 



Communication and Language 

Children are taught to listen and communicate appropriately. Each topic encompasses enhancements to the learning environment that include role-play areas, small-world play and story-

making opportunities to encourage the children to act out scenarios and discuss concepts being learnt. This helps children learn and use a wider range of new vocabulary introduced through 

the topics. Children are encouraged to ask questions and contribute to whole-class and group discussion whenever possible. Children also help build their vocabulary by selecting new 

vocabulary to go on the word wall. Children who struggle to communicate are targeted in the provision and learning interventions such as Talk Boost are used when children lack confidence 

or do not have the age-appropriate skills. 

Reading 

We aim to teach children to read and develop a love of books as soon as they arrive at our School, and books are key in our EYFS to teach topics and to enhance our whole curriculum.  

Teachers read stories to children from high quality age-appropriate texts at every available opportunity and story time is every day before the children go home using books that match the 

topic or their interests. These books are then used to enhance the learning environment and reading area. Nursery rhymes and sound awareness is taught in Nursery and we follow a systematic 

approach to phonics teaching based on Read, Write Inc. from Reception. This involves learning phonemes including digraphs, tricky words, new vocabulary and reading a phonic matched book 

in a small group with an adult. Children take home books to share which are matched to the phonetic skills of the children. Children who need extra help with phonics are targeted in the 

provision by key members of staff in ’Keep up’ sessions.  

Writing 

We expose children to writing and mark making when they start in Nursery and build on these skills during their journey in Foundation Stage. Writing is modelled by adults and children are 

encouraged to mark make/write in the continuous provision such as the role-play area, writing area, maths area, and outdoors. The children are provided with a range of clipboards, pencils, 

pens, and other media to encourage them to write as much as possible. In Reception writing sentences through modelling and practise in the Read, Write, Inc. sessions alongside handwriting 

and guided writing based on the topic ensures children have the skills needed to be competent writers.  

Mathematics  

Maths learning is through guided group work and whole-class sessions with a mastery approach. Focus activities are also threaded within with the continuous provision to use and apply and 

develop their mathematical skills. and they can also access a maths area to access a range of maths resources to use independently and to set up their own maths ideas.  Children are also 

taught shapes, measures and patterns and these are linked to the world around them. Children in Reception are taught maths using the White Rose materials alongside the opportunities in 

continuous provision.  

Knowledge and Understanding of the World 

We strive to give children knowledge about the world around them in Laughton and the rest of the world. Science is taught through most of our topics but is also developed through a child’s 

particular interest such as bringing a snail that they have found to school. The changes in the outdoor world is also a focus and we use real hands- on experiences to allow children to investigate 

and observe. Observing the tadpoles in our outdoor area is always an exciting time of the year! 

Geography is taught, including simple maps and countries of the world, through our Celebrations and Wider World topics. Similarly, we introduce the children to history learning through our 

stories of historical events and through past events in their own lives.  

We teach RE throughout the year based on stories and celebrations including, The Diwali story, Eid/Ramadan, The Nativity and the Easter Story so that children are introduced to different 

belief systems. Children are also taught about the different special places of worship which includes a visit to our local Church at Christmas. 



Expressive Arts and Design 

We want children to confidently express themselves through singing songs, making music, dancing and performing. We have regular music lessons taught by a specialist music teacher. Children 
are given time to play imaginative games and make up stories, songs and dances in the continuous provision.  

In art, the children are taught how to safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. We study the artists 
Van Gogh and Monet. Child-initiated art activities are encouraged during continuous provision as well as art and design skills taught by the staff. We endeavour that children leave Reception 
with good art skills, as well as encouraging them to use their own ideas and techniques in their art and design work.  

 

  



 

NURSERY 

Term 
Themes  

Communication & 
Language 

Physical Personal. Social & 
Emotional 

Literacy Maths Knowledge & understanding 
of the world 

Expressive Arts and 
Design 

Autumn 
 
My new Nursery 
and friends 
 
 
 
 

Follow basic 
instructions, rules 
kind hands, feet 
and words)  
Learn class 
routines. 
Use a range of 
vocabulary to say 
their needs to 
adults and peers 
using single words 
& phrases  
Group work – 
develop listening 
skills with activities 
& games 
Sing songs 
Use talk to organise 
themselves & their 
play 
Instrumental 
sounds 
Topic Vocabulary 
Me, I, friends, class, 
school, hall, 
playground, field, 
kind, Names of 
staff. Nmaes of 
colours, Autumn, 
trees, Diwali, witch, 
fairy, elf, 
Christmas, Bonfire 
night 
 
Introduce MR MEN 
characteristics of 
learning 

Gross motor skills 
– big construction 
bikes, scooters, 
cars, climbing 
equipment, PE 
 
Fine motor skills –
playing with toys 
& one handed 
tools equipment 
 
Personal care & 
routines eg toilet, 
hand washing 
 
Squiggle while you 
Wiggle scheme 
 
 
 
ORAL HYGIENE 
(Teeth cleaning) 
 

SETTLING IN – 
rules & routines 
e.g. calendar, 
carpet time, free 
flow, Disco Dough 
etc. 
Independence – 
select activities 
independently 
The Kindness tree 
& kindness rules. 
Introduce life skills 
Mr Nosey – C of L – 
I enjoy finding out 
and exploring like 
Mr Nosey 
Being kind to 
others 
Sharing & taking 
turns 
 
Play alongside 
other children. 
 
Talk about feelings 

Opportunities for 
mark making in 
different materials 
Focused Texts 
Stories about 
starting Nursery 
Books about the 
weather 
Books about 
Colours e.g. Wow 
said Owl, Cleo’s 
colours 
Spot books 
Elmer 
Maisy stories 
We’re going on a 
Bear Hunt  
Mr Nosey  

MATHS 
THROUGHOUT 
PLAY 
 
Number songs 
 
Recite 
numbers 
 
Say 1 number 
for each item 
in order 
 
Shapes in play 
 
Directions – 
We’re going 
on  a Bear 
Hunt 

Harvest – observe fields near 
school (tractor, ploughing, 
farmer, growing) 
Colours (red, blue, yellow, 
green, purple, orange, brown, 
black and white) 
Environmental changes –
colours outside.  
Use Interactive board to make 
marks – Note 
Explore construction kits 
(Duplo, Poppoids, Mobilo, 
Stickle Bricks, Kids K’nex) 
Name key workers and key 
staff in school – school 
community) 
What I look like and my 
friends look like. 

Colours – introduce the 
painting routine, use of 
workshop 
Painting –mixing colours. 
Purple Bernard Monsters. 
Mark making – Spot 
pictures 
Make models – Elmers 
Leaf/Natural Art Focus 
Role play – Home corner 
& shop 
Music – making sounds 
using everyday objects  
Self Portraits – showing 
happy & sad etc 

It’s Magic! 
 
Christmas 

Different 
opportunities for 
mark making.Start 
name writing  
 
Focused Texts 
Meg and Mog 
stories 
Ben and Holly’s 
little Kingdom 
stories 
Christmas stories 
Nativity  

Bonfire Night – observe 
melting chocolate 
Diwali story  
Try Indian food 
Christmas – The Nativity story 
 
Visit to Perlethorpe – The 
Nativity story (every 2 Years) 

Malleable materials – 
make diva lamps using 
clay 
Using imagination to re-
tell stories & imagined 
play with Fairies & elves  
Painting – Kandinsky 
circles 
Meg & Mog shape collage 
pictures 
Mark making Ben and 
Holly characters 
Nativity Play 
Santa’s elf 
Make Christmas cards & 
calendars 
Big Christmas display 
 



 

Term 
Themes  

Communication & 
Language 

Physical Personal. Social & 
Emotional 

Literacy Maths Knowledge & Understanding 
of the world 

Expressive Arts and 
Design 

Spring 
 
Transport 
 
 
 

Rhythm & Rhyme 
 
Know Nursery rhymes 
 
Use a wider range of 
vocabulary  
 
Start & continue 
conversations 
 
Questions & 
instructions with 2 
parts. 
 
Develop 
communication & use 
sentences 
 
Pretend talk in 
imaginary play. 
 
Topic vocabulary 
Names of transport eg 
car, van, lorry, train, bus, 
aeroplane, boat, scooter, 
bike 
Wheel, fly, float, sink,  
Names of farm animals 
including baby animals eg 
sheep, lamb, cow, calf, 
horse, foal, pig, piglet, 
goat, lama, dog, puppy 
frog spawn, tadpole, frog 
seed, root, plant, flower 

Continue to 
develop 
movement, 
balancing, 
riding. 
 
Develop fine 
motor skills 
with use of 
one- handed 
tools 
including 
mark-making 
equipment 
 
Movement 
sequences to 
songs, music, 
rhymes etc  
 
 
Healthy 
eating & 
personal 
hygiene 
 
Squiggle 
while you 
Wiggle 
scheme 
 
 

Increasingly follow 
rules 
 
Select and use 
activities and 
resources 
independently 
 
Sharing & turn 
taking 
 
Begin to play with 
others 
 
Mr Bump – I keep 
trying like Mr 
Bump 
 
 
Mr Happy – I am 
proud like Mr 
Happy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Talk about stories & 
extend vocabulary. Story 
vocabulary eg ‘Once upon 
a time…’ 
Begin to develop 
Understanding of the 
concepts of Print. 
Rhythm & Rhyme 
Rhyming in songs, rhymes 
in stories etc 
Name writing 
Focused Texts 
Mr Bump 
Dazzling Diggers series of 
books 
Peter Bentley – Transport 
books 
Train Ride 
Thomas the Tank engine 
stories 
The Wheels on the Bus 
Mr Wolf’s Pancakes 

MATHS 
THROUGHOUT 
PLAY 
Capacity – 
water play 
 
1:1 Counting 
 
Number songs 
– 1 more, 1 
less, counting 
 
Number 
recognition 
 
2d shapes 
 
Capacity 
 
 
Positional 
language & 
directions 
 
Exploring 
patterns 

Name transport – lorry, car, 
trains, aeroplane, boats, 
tractor. 
Mechanical/moving toys – 
(use levers/buttons) 
Wheeled toys – how to make 
them move fast or slow, 
using ramps and forces (push 
and pull)  
Use construction to make 
wheeled vehicles 
Boats – floating & sinking – 
water play 
Occupations in the 
community bank, butcher, 
lorry/van driver, shop 
worker, farmer (small world 
play) 
Talk about what jobs their 
parents do.  
 
Pancake Day 
Chinese New Year 
 

Painting/mark making 
– vehicles 
 
Box modelling on the 
Workshop 
 
Role Play – train/bus 
station 
 
Different vehicles in 
Small world toys and 
in different places eg 
airport, car park, fire 
station etc 
 
Music – topic songs. 
Copying rhythms with 
instruments 

Down on the 
Farm 
 
 
Growing 

 Alliteration – orally -
using games and small 
group activiites. 
 
Focused Texts 
Tractor Trouble stories 
Duck in a Truck series 
Farmer Duck 
Rosie’s Walk/Where is 
Rosie’s chick? 
Old MacDonald had a 
Farm 
Mrs Wishy Washy 
Mr Happy 

Tractor visit with farmer – 
what does he do 
Animals on a Farm (cow, 
goat, sheep, pig, horse, hen) 
Planting seeds and growing 
(Sunflower) 
Sensory play exploring 
natural objects eg herbs etc 
Mrs Greenfingers visit 
Life cycle of a frog – observe 
frog spawn 
 
Easter – egg hunt, Easter 
bunny, new life (egg, lamb) 

Look at Van Gogh’s 
Sunflowers picture & 
paint own version. 
 
Small world farm & to 
re-tell stories 
Painting/mark making 
farm animals 
 
Make Mother’s 
Day/Easter cards 
 
Easter egg hunt 



 

 

  

Term 
Themes  

Communication & 
Language 

Physical Personal. Social & 
Emotional 

Literacy Maths Knowledge & 
Understanding of the 
world 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

Summer 
 
Traditional Tales 

Use a wider range of 
vocabulary -Topic 
Vocabulary 
 
 
Start & continue 
conversations 
 
Ask questions, listen 
and reply. 
 
 
 
 
Topic Vocabulary 
Traditional Tales 
characters. 
Once upon a time 
The end 
Eid 
Beach, sea, tide, shells, 
lighthouse, rockpools, 
holiday, pirate 

Gross motor 
skills 
 
Fine motor 
skills 
 
Small PE 
equipment & 
ball skills 
 
Teamwork – 
group games 
– make up 
own games– 
Sports Day 
 
 
Be 
increasingly 
independent 
to meet their 
own care 
needs 
 
Squiggle 
while you 
Wiggle 
scheme 
 
 
 

Follow rules 
without needing 
an adult to remind 
them 
 
Develop their 
sense of 
responsibility & 
membership of a 
community 
 
Be more confident 
in new social 
situations 
 
Understand 
gradually how 
others might be 
feeling 
 
Find solutions to 
conflicts and talk 
about them 
 
Play with others, 
instigate play as 
well as follow and 
keep play going 
when someone 
else suggests 
something. 
 
TRANSITION – 
readiness for 
Reception 

Opportunities for pretend 
writing/mark making 
Name writing 
 
Focused Texts 
Each Peach Pear Plum 
Nursery Rhymes 
The Little Red Hen/The little 
Red Hen makes Pizza 
3 little Pigs 
Goldilocks & the 3 Bears 
3 Billy Goats Gruff 

MATHS 
THROUGHOUT 
PLAY 
Counting 
 
Number 
recognition 
 
Subitising to 3 
 
Match numerals 
and amounts 
 
Experiment with 
marks & 
symbols 
 
Sequencing 
events 
 
Real life maths 
problems 
 
Compare 
quantities 
 
Measures – 
compare size, 
length,  
 
3D & 2d Shapes 
 
Repeating 
patterns 

Make Pizzas  
 
Eid – try sweets, family 
celebrations.  
 
Make porridge for 3 Bears. 
 
Make up songs 
 
Answer the register using 
different languages to say 
‘Hello’ e.g. Bonjour, Hola,  

Mendhi hand 
patterns – drawing 
patterns with 
pencil 
 
Use construction 
and small world to 
re-tell the stories 
Painting/mark 
making story 
characters 
 
Music – singing & 
using instruments 
 
Building houses 
Role play – The 3 
Bears House 

At the Seaside 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Litter Project 

Oral Blending & segmenting 
using games and small group 
activities 
 
Focused texts 
Non-Fiction texts 
The Lighthouse Keepers 
Lunch/ The Lighthouse 
Keepers cat 
Lucy and Tom at the Seaside 
Rosie’s Holiday 
Topsy and Tim go Camping 
Peppa Pig on Holiday 
Pirates love Underpants 

Explore Shells and Natural 
objects using senses –
recognise it is from the sea 
and describe what it looks 
like e.g. spiral, bumpy 
Learn the features of the 
seaside – sea, rockpool, 
sand, beach, waves, 
pebble, shells,  
Know that there are 
different countries in the 
World – relate to their 
own experiences  
Litter around school 
Peppa Pig Recycling Fun 
Look Out For Litter 
Litter Bug 

Seaside pictures 
 
Make Fathers Day 
cards 
 
Small world to act 
out stories 
Role Play- camping 
site at the seaside 
 
Textiles – sewing 
using buttons & 
shells 
 
D&T – make a 
sandwich for Mr 
Grinling 



RECEPTION 
Term 
Themes  

Communication & 
Language 

Physical Personal. Social & 
Emotional 

Literacy Maths Knowledge & 
understanding of the world 

Expressive Arts and Design 

Autumn 
 
All about me! 
 
 
 

Philosophy 4  
Children key 
introduction with 
listening skills e.g. 
giants keys game 
 
Listening to others 
 
Speaking to a group  
 
Topic vocabulary 
brain, lungs, skelton, 
skull, senses, 
emergency vehicle, 
village, medicine, 
health, exercise, 
hibernation, care, 
names of 
fruit/vegetables, 
patient, receptionist, 
appointment.  
 
Wow Vocab 
Munching, patience, 
kindness, autumnal, 
observation, explore, 
achievement, proud, 
persevere.  
Twinkling, cheery, 
crept, jolly, sparkling 
KEY  LIFE  SKILLS 
 
Mr Men Learning 
skills introduction 
using stories.  
 

Healthy living – 
making fruit 
kebabs/managing 
hygiene of body 
and teeth/sleeping. 
Growth from a 
baby 
 
Fine motor 
skills/gross 
Squiggle while you 
Wiggle (catch up) 
 
Apparatus – taking 
risks, carrying 
equipment. 
Spaces/Balancing/t
ravelling on 
different parts of 
the body 
 
PE Scheme – 
 

Coordination - 
footwork 
(Birthday Bike 
Surprise) 
 

Coordination – ball 
skills 
(Clowning Around) 
 
 

Static Balance - 
Stance 
(Thembi Walks the 
Tightrope) 
 

Agility – reaction & 
response 
(Ringo to the Rescue) 

 

New routines and 
building confidence in 
their new class. 
 
Making friends and 
being kind towards 
others 
 
Recognising feelings – 
happy, sad, angry, 
worried. 
 
Storytime books – 
diversity of different 
families – who lives with 
me 
 
How to make healthy 
choices with exercise, 
food (5 a day), sleep. 
Making fruit kebabs.  
 
How to cross the road 
safely – visit of School 
Crossing Patrol 

 

Visit to Perlethorpe/ 

Bethlehem (alternate 
years) 
 
Performing Nativity on a 
stage to an audience 
 
 
 

Phonics 
Read, Write Inc. 
Handwriting 
 
Focus Texts 
Harry & the 
dinosaurs start 
school 
Starting School 
Me 
Funny bones 
At the Doctors 
Hungry Caterpillar 
Avocado Baby 
Topsy and Tim at 
the 
Doctors/hospital/ 
Dentist 
Night Journey 
Mr Men 
 
Non-fiction   
 At the Firestation 
Crossing the Road 

White 
Rose 
Scheme 
 
Getting to know 
you 
 
Just like me 
 
It’s 1,2,3, 
 
Light and Dark 
 
 

Parts of the body including the 
skeleton, heart, brain, lungs, 
stomach. 
Sensory exploration  
People who help us – police, 
fire service, nurse visitors. 
 
Making maps of my journey to 
school 
 
Autumnal changes outside – 
observations of colours. 
Days/months 
 
Hibernation (Preparing Shelley 
the tortoise) 
 
Bonfire Night – name Guy 
Fawkes share basic story of 
why we have Bonfires.  
 
ICT in continuous provison e.g. 
phone in home corner/role-
play. 
 
 

Colour mixing powder paint 
(Autumn colours red, golden, 
yellow, brown, orange) 
Lighter and Darker shades. 
 
Drawing myself and my family 
including using 2 Simple 
 
Leaf printing 
 
Singing songs 
Keep on dancing 
Head, Shoulders, 
5 Little Firemen 
Feelings song 
 
Exploring instruments loud and 
soft. 
 
Imaginative play 
Role-play/small world – At the 
doctors, dentist, fire station.  

Christmas Phonics 
Read, Write Inc. 
 
Focus Texts 
Nativity story 
My Christian Faith 
Gingerbread Man 
Santa stories 
My Hindu Faith 
Sita and Rama story 
 

Celebrating Divali - Story of Sita 
and Rama. Try Indian snacks. 
Baking Gingerbread Men 
observe changes of state 
Winter- observe environmental 
changes.  
Environment of the North Pole 
Visit to the Church and ‘My 
Christian Faith’ text.  
ICT – name keyboard, 
computer, mouse. Set up 
2simple.  

Christmas crafts/cards 
 
Christmas story songs 
Gingerbread man freeze song 
 
Nativity Role-play and Nativity 
performance 
Gingerbread Man Freeze 
song/dance 
 
Christmas pictures using 2Simple 
on interactive TV 
 
 

 



Term 
Themes  

Communication & 
Language 

Physical Personal. Social & 
Emotional 

Literacy Maths Knowledge & Understanding of 
the world 

Expressive Arts and Design 

Spring 
 
Our Amazing 
World 
 
Space 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Living Things 
Animals and 
Plants 
 
 
 

Topic vocabulary 
Names of planets, 
moon, rockets, 
boosters, astronaut, 
alien, spacesuit, 
satellite, space 
station, countdown, 
space buggy, gravity, 
air 
 
Wow vocab 
Blasting, universe, 
zooming, whoosh, 
shook. hurtling 
 
 
Using extended 
sentences and past 
tense  

Fine motor 
skills/gross skills 
 
Apparatus – taking 
risks, carrying 
equipment, under, 
over, across from 
magic spot 
 
Daily Dough 
Disco/Finger Gym 
 
Daily Handwriting 
 
PE Scheme – 
 
Dynamic Balance 
and agility – jumping 
and landing 
(Journey to the Blue 
Planet) 
 

Agility – ball chasing 
(Sammy the Squirrel) 
 

Static Balance - 
seated 
(Monkey Business) 
 

Static Balance – 
floor work 
(Casper the clever cat) 
 

 

Being kind towards 
others 
 
Building resilience 
and empathy 
 
How are we 
different to others? 
 
Consequences of 
actions 
 
Philosophy 4 
Children- would you 
rather? Developing 
explanations and 
reasons 
 
Visit to Perlethorpe 
tradition/fairytales 
(alternate years) 
 
 
 
How is Easter 
celebrated? Making 
Easter nests and 
cards for family 
 
 

Phonics 
Read, Write Inc. 
Handwriting 
 
Focus Texts 
Bob on the Moon 
Aliens love 
underpants 
Goodnight 
Spaceman 
Zoom to the 
Moon 
Whatever Next? 
Non-fiction texts 
 
Cleversticks story 

White 
Rose 
Scheme 
 
Alive in 
5! 
 
Growing 
6,7,8, 
 
Building 
9 and 10 
 

Earth, moon, stars, sun, planets 
and rockets. 
Learn about Neil Armstrong, Tim 
Peake 
Light and Dark investigations – 
torches, mirrors, reflections. 
Explore different textures- bumpy, 
smooth, rough, soft, slippery, hard. 
Chinese New Year celebrations – 
try noodles, prawn crackers, sweet 
and sour sauce using chopsticks 
(chopsticks & wok in home corner) 
Shelley waking up and caring for a 
tortoise. 
ICT – receive and give instructions. 

Design and make a rocket 
Create textures with materials e.g. clay. 
(clay aliens) 
Starry Night by Van Gogh (Katie and the 
Starry Night story) 
 
Imaginative play in space station/rocket 
role-play. 
Songs 
Zoom, zoom, zoom 
5 Little Men in a flying saucer 
Number songs 
Planet song 
Twinkle, Twinkle 
Make up own space songs 
Planet Suite by Holst listen/respond 
Instruments – sound patterns, follow 
steady beats, compose space music 
sounds.  

Topic vocabulary 
Plant, stem, stalk, 
petal, flower, root, 
shoot, growth, 
watering can, 
trowel, lawn, mow, 
insect, seed, bulb, 
compost, soil 
 
Mrs Greenfingers 
visit – listen and ask 
questions 
 
Wow vocabulary 
Enormous, growth,  

Phonics 
Read, Write Inc. 
Handwriting 
 
Focus Texts 
Jack and the 
Beanstalk 
Percy the Park 
keeper stories 
Jaspers’ Beanstalk 
Owl Babies 
Non-fiction texts 
Easter story 
 
 

British Wildlife – squirrels, rabbits, 
hedgehogs 
Minibeasts in our environment 
(sorting and classifying) 
Observe the life Cycle of a Frog 
Growing a beanstalk and observing 
it grow, name parts of the plant 
stem, stalk, petal, leaf, seed, soil, 
roots 
Planting seeds in the school garden 
Name different plants in the school 
grounds- daffodils, blossom, hedge, 
field, grass, daisy, dandelion 
(tortoise food) 
Observations of Spring – new buds, 
plant growth, weather change. 
ICT – Use ipad camera/apps 

Using watercolours observation of 
flowers Mixing shades of green 
Clay hedgehogs 
 
Design and make a hedgehog house 
with natural outdoor materials 
Role-play flower shop and garden. 
Songs 
5 Little seeds 
5 Little worms 
One potato, two potato 
Monet’s artwork (Katie and the 
waterlily pond story) 



Term 
Themes  

Communication & 
Language 

Physical Personal. Social & 
Emotional 

Literacy Maths Knowledge & 
Understanding of the 
world 

Expressive Arts and 
Design 

Summer 
 
Fairytale Castles 

Topic vocabulary 
Name parts of a castle 
(drawbridge, tower, 
turret, stone, wall, 
ramparts, moat, 
portcullis, flag)  
Knight, king, queen, 
prince, princess, once 
upon a time, long ago, 
battle 
 
Wow vocabulary 
Gallant, ferocious, 
mighty, splendid, 
charming, brave, wicked 
 
 
 
 
 

Fine motor 
skills/gross 
motor skills 
 
Apparatus – 
taking risks, 
carrying 
equipment, 
travelling in 
different ways  
 
Daily Dough 
Disco and 
Finger Gym  
 
Daily 
Handwriting 
 
 
REAL PE 
Scheme – 
 
Counter 
balancing  
(Wendy’s 

waterski 
challenge) 
 
Coordination – 
sending and 
receiving 
(John and 
Jasmine Learn to 
Juggle) 

 
One leg 
balancing 
(Pirate Pranks) 

 

Dynamic 
Balance – on a 
line 
(Dilly the Trains 
Big Day) 

 

Being kind towards 
others 
 
Self-regulation and 
diffusing a 
dispute/frustration 
 
How do we look 
different to others – 
hair, eye colour, 
height. 
 
Consequences of 
actions 
 
Philosophy 4 
Children 
 
 
 

Phonics 
Read, Write Inc. 
Handwriting 
 
Focus Texts 
George & the Dragon 
Sleeping Beauty 
The Frog Prince 
Cinderella 
Rapunzel 
Sir Scallywag 
Non-fiction castle texts 
My Muslim Faith 

White Rose Maths 
 
On the Move 
 
Superhero to 20 
and beyond 
 
First then now 
 
Find my pattern 

What does a castle look like? 
Who lived in a castle long ago? 
 
Walk to the site of Laughton 
Castle and draw maps of the 
local walk 
 
Castles in England  
 
Celebrating Ramadan and Eid. 
What is a mosque?  
 
ICT – programme a Bee-bot 
with 
forwards/backwards/left/right 
 
 

Using story language to 
make up own fairytale 
stories using puppets/props. 
 
Design and make castles 
and crowns 
 
Songs 
Princess Long Ago (change 
the words for each story) 
 
Role-play fairytale castle 
enhanced with props for 
each weekly story focus. 
 
Drawing castles on 2 Simple 
with all key features e.g. 
flags and battlements 

Under the Sea 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Litter Project 

Topic Vocabulary 
Names of crab, seahorse, 
clown fish, lobster, squid, 
octopus, tide, coral, 
scales, fins, gills, waves 
 
Tuquoise sea/ocean, 
depth, shimmering, 
immense, beneath, laps, 
shore 
 
 

Transition to Y1 – 
being Y1 ready! 

Phonics 
Read, Write Inc. 
Handwriting 
 
Focus Texts 
Commotion in the 
Ocean 
The Rainbow Fish 
Barry the fish with 
Fingers 
Tiddler 
Mr Seahorse (Eric Carle) 
Sharing a Shell 
Secret Seahorse 
Snail and the Whale 
Non-fiction texts 
 

Creatures that live under the 
sea 
Travelling across the sea, how 
do things float? Make a boat 
 
France- learning to speak in 
French, playing boules, trying 
food, learning about the Eiffel 
tower 
Summer season – observe in 
outdoor environment  
ICT – Data using 2Simple 
pictograms 
Litter in my village 
Don’t Throw That Away (Little 
Green Books) 
Litter Bug Doug 
Topsy and Time Go Green 
 

Mixing shades of blue with 
paint 
 
Collage – watery textures 
Large scale under the sea 
using mixed media 
 
Sewing a fish 
 
Music – listen to the 
Aquarium and move to the 
music. 
Under the sea role-play 
 
Design and make a boat 
that floats.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

Foundation Stage Key Life Skills 

 
   

Nursery 
I can hang my coat up 
I can put on my coat 

I can ask for help and remember to say 
please and thank you 
I can follow a routine 

I can tidy up 
I can sit on the carpet 

 Reception  
I can zip up my coat 

I always have good manners 
I can fasten buttons 

I can put on my shoes  
I can use a knife and fork 

I can prepare my own snack e.g. peel and 
orange/banana 

I know how to cross the road safely 

 

 

 



  



 

10 experiences before you leave Foundation Stage 

 

 

 

 

Plant a seed and watch it grow 

Try foods from different countries 

Travel on a coach 

Look after a pet 

Hunt for bugs 

Make a mud pie 

Build a den 

Roll down a hill 

Do some baking/cooking  

Act on a stage in front of an audience 

 

 

 


